
Happenings Around the State  

       Toot Your Horn! 

Main Street Monday! 
March 16, 

2015  

         

Exciting to see this work 
beginning in downtown  
Cynthiana! 

Have you taken the survey yet??? Has your board? 
Your local officials, friends, and neighbors? This is the 
plan for the Commonwealth and to date we have a little 
over 1500 participants in a state of millions! The survey 
will end March 31st and is very important to the  
heritage of our state for the next 10 years. Please send 
this link out today to everyone you know and those you 
don’t. We want as many people to voice their opinion 
as possible. 

In honor of the  

University of Kentucky 

Wildcats & St Patrick’s 

Day! (I know some of you 

cheer for a different school) 

but for a few weeks 

support the state &  

enjoy being a CATS 

fan :) Happy Spring!!!! 

Harrodsburg 

director, Julie 

Wagner presented 

information about 

Friends of KY 

Main Street at our 

recent conference 

in Carrollton, KY.  

It won’t be long now that many 
of us will be heading to the  
National conference in Atlanta!! 
 I know you will find this hard to 
believe, but I cannot locate the 
sheet that was signed with the 
names of those who will be 
attending so please fill out the 
attached information and send 
to me!! 

            SPRINGFIELD 

There were several great 
questions posed at our state 
conference that you wanted 
me to ask at my state coordi-
nators meeting. I asked that 
you send them to me, but to 
date I have not received any. 
Please, if you remember 
what they were, email them 
to me and I will try to find out 
the answers and share them 
in MSM when I return. 

At long last! As they say, the papers 
are in the mail. (I wish I could say 
checks) Certification documentation, 
letters, and certificates will go out in the 
mail tomorrow. 

Webinar Opportunity  
 

Top Ten Tourism Webinar on April 8th 
from Heritage Ohio.  Although geared to 
Ohio, I’m sure there will be a take away for 
any Main Street community.  
Melinda Huntley, Executive Director of the 
Ohio Tourism Association, will be present-
ing on Top Ten Tourism Strategies on 
Wednesday April 8th from 1 to 2 pm. 
Learn what your community can do to be a 
tourist destination and how to take advan-
tage of the existing tourism infrastructure 
to bring people to your town. To register  
http://www.heritageohio.org/calendar-of-
events/118/ 



 

We are so glad the snow is over, 
but while I was in DC for Advo-
cacy Days I snapped this photo 
in downtown Georgetown, DC. It 
is always hard to figure out how 
to decorate the downtown that 
isn’t just for the holiday, but  
winter. This were filled with I’m 
guessing  good fake greenery ( I 
took it from the passengers seat) 
they also had white lights in 
them that lit up at night. They 
were quite lovely and I’m sure 
the greenery looked perky and 
cheerful before the sleet and 
snow took its toll several times. 
They also had just a few white 
magnolias included to give them 
a little ump during the day.  

This past Friday I was able to hitchhike with the 
KHC crew to Lake Barkley where they were holding 
the Annual Archeology Conference. I was able to 
visit and have lunch with Patsy Oliver , director in 
Princeton, as we watched the second half of the UK 
game before heading into town to see a very cool 
restaurant that will open in the not too distant future, 
“Choo Choo Ollie’s! It will certainly be a destination 
eatery. Food at the counter will be delivered by train! 
It will be a great place for children and adults. Then 
we visited in City Hall before I drove back to Cadiz 
to visit with director, Leida Underhill.  

Leida visited with Tressa Brown of KHC 
who works with both Native and African 
American commissions. She was able to 
show her the African American monument 
that had been working on and share infor-
mation with her on the cemetery. Later in 
the afternoon I arrived and we toured the 
many retail shops on Main Street. They 
even have an artist who makes very cool 
things from old barbed wire! We visited 
several antique stores and I met Mike, who 
operates one of the antique malls located 
in a former historic hotel. He makes origami 
from dollar bills. It was fascinating!  
Especially the catfish and the boxes. (if you 
enlarge the photo, you may view them in the 
case, I do not have separate photo :(    
Cadiz has some very creative individuals. 
 

On the road to DC with State Historic 

Preservation Officer, Craig Potts and 

Pineville Main Street Director, Jacob 

Roan. Thanks to Jacob and  Julie Wagner 

for arranging all our meetings with our 

national leaders! We almost made it to 

the White House, but weather prevented 

us from staying.  

Our meeting day was held on the on the 

same day that Israel’s Prime Minister,  

Benjamin Netanyahu spoke to the joint 

congress.  Lots of news media were in 

and around the government buildings as 

you might imagine. We snapped a photo 

of the reporters from Fox News who were 

broadcasting near our elevators.   

Hallway to Senate Majority Leader’s office  

         Inside the Capitol building.  

HERE AND THERE  

More DC photos on page 7 



May and Preservation Month will be here soon I would like for us to 
R&D a little something from Taylorsville Main Street.  

 
Taylorsville presents certificates to businesses, individuals, volunteers, etc.  

The WOW in doWntOWn certificates!   
 

This would be a great way to generate a buzz about our Kentucky Main Street program and your 
local program. It’s easy, it’s a great way to get photos in the local paper and social media that will 
recognize those in your community that are making a difference.  
 
I’ve included a few of their photos so you can see how they did it!    
 
Use both your organization name and logo and the state Main Street logo on your certificates and 
signage and post on your website, Facebook page, twitter, Instagram and of course share with the 
Kentucky Heritage Council and KYMS.  Let’s make a big splash in May! 

 
In addition we would like to collect Main Street stories to share!   

 
See page 4 for an example from Harrodsburg that they discovered when going through old files.  



"What Main Street Means to Me"       An oral history from Lucille Erhard             March 1990 
  
We were cleaning out old files and organizing our records, and stumbled across an interesting Oral History that is quite timely as it 
was collected exactly fifteen years ago this month. 
  
Harrodsburg First collected the following oral history recording from Lucille Erhard, who spoke of her Main Street memories 
and her feelings over the re-birth of downtown.   
  
     As I stood on the sidewalk in front of 106 South Main, Harrodsburg, Kentucky - March 1990, I looked one block to the south at the 
renewal of the facade of the blue front Opera House and across the street to the east, at the "just started" renewal of the Ragged 
Edge Community Theatre . . . I "fell in love" with the idea of the re-birth of a small town, American style.  
 

     The architecture on Main Street with its varied examples of Gothic, Classical Revival, Italianate style, Romanesque, and Victorian, 
make Harrodsburg unique.  The skills of the tradespeople that immigrated to this community in the 19th century created a unique 
three-block area.  I know of no other small community with such varied architecture still in an active private business enterprise. 
 

     There are happy memories here connecting the buildings with the lives of the present day residents.  Meeting friends at the Gem 
Drug for a "delicious 5 cent fountain coke", was a Saturday afternoon ritual.  The Saturday matinee at the theater next door was a 10 
cent afternoon on the classic Cowboy and continued next week as a serial chiller. 
 

     We'll all enjoy Community Theater again in the Ragged Edge Theatre.  Friends of Ragged Edge, take a bow.  It's beautiful! 
 

     Other happy memories include the Blue Front Opera House with its aura of sophistication and mystery.  Many businesses and 
shops have been housed in this magnificent Romanesque structure.  But we can also imagine the sounds of great orchestration    
coming from the second floor of this building.  The light filters in through stained glass windows, illuminating the domed ceiling of the 
huge ballroom, painted in the art of form of the period.  It was an elegant setting for the formal occasions that surely must have taken 
place in the era of the grand ball in Harrodsburg. 
 

     The impresario of the Opera House of the 189-0's has been replaced by the impresario of the 1990's that will supervise the quality 
of Main Street. 
 

     Just escaping the total destruction of the bulldozer, this Romanesque structure will be the setting for many happy occasions for 
years to come. 
 

     Our children and grandchildren will share memories with their children because someone cared and the buildings were saved.    
 

     There is a caring attitude about our heritage right here on Main Street, Harrodsburg, Kentucky.   
 

     God bless people with dreams and vision to pull the past into the future. 
   

Mrs. Erhard's jubilation over the restoration of the Blue Front Opera House can be understood after reading the history of 
the property.  Below is a photograph of the facade from 1981: 

 

                      (continued on page 5)  



Just seven years later, the following article ran in the Harrodsburg Herald:          

Finally, a photograph of the Blue Front Opera House from June of 1990, after completion of all restoration of the  
property.  These successes are vital to a successful downtown revitalization program.  Private individuals investing in our 
architecture will protect the integrity of our community and preserve our heritage for future generations. 

  
We must recognize the property's current owner, Dr. Tammy Hoskins for keeping the property 
in stellar condition, while operating a vibrant business in the first floor!   



Where are you from and where do you live now?  I am from Philadelphia, PA.  I live in Hardyville, in Hart 
County. 
 
How long have you been a Coordinator.  I have been a Main Street Manager/Downtown Development Coordinator for the City of 
Campbellsville since 2004. 
 
How did you get involved with the Main Street movement? In 1980 I attended one of the first meetings in Florida.  I attended 
many National Trust conferences and National Main Street meetings and realized I was definitely interested in being instrumental in 
revitalizing historic districts. I gave a presentation at the 2005 National Main Street conference in Baltimore, MD, “Making a Difference 
in Downtown.” 
 
Which of the Four Points is your favorite? Design is my favorite point since I have designed additions for building located in  
historic districts, written design guidelines for several communities, prepared state and federal tax credit applications, and am a  
proponent for preserving the historic character of buildings and districts. 
 
What project is consuming most of your time right now? The renovation of a 1908, three and-a-half-story stone building in  
Campbellsville’s National Register Historic Commercial District.  
 
Do you have any favorite activities or hobbies? Photography, painting, hiking, sewing, singing, and reading. 
 
What is your favorite author or book?  My favorite authors are Elin Hildebrand and James Patterson. 
 
What is your favorite movie?  The Sandlot 
 
What is your favorite song or band? Stairway to Heaven 
 
What is your favorite sports team? UK Wildcats 
 
Which actor/actress would you choose to play you in a movie? Meryl Streep 
 
Name something you can’t live without. Chocolate 
 
If you had an alternative career, what would it be?  Lawyer 
 
What’s the most adventurous thing you’ve done recently? Climbed to Eagle Falls at Cumberland Falls 
 
If you won $20 million in the lottery, what would you do with it?  Renovate abandoned historic buildings and donate money to 
charities. 
 
Somewhere you would like to visit: Seattle WA, the Grand Canyon, and Yellowstone National Park.  
 
Fun facts? Hidden talents? Also, Feel free to insert your own questions and answer! I am a licensed architect and have a 
Bachelor of Architecture degree from the University of Kentucky, a certificate from Preservation Institute:Natucket, and a Masters of 
Art in Architecture degree concentrating in Historic Preservation from the University of Florida.  I lived in Orlando, Florida for 12 years, 
raised three daughters, and became a principal architect of my own firm. I have taught historic preservation and interior design at 
three accredited colleges/universities in Florida and Kentucky and designed additions to homes located in historic districts. I moved 
back to Kentucky in 1993, renovated a 30,000 sf. pants factory building into the South Central Kentucky Cultural Center in Glasgow, 
conducted numerous county wide historic resources surveys, listed properties in the National Register of Historic Places, and  
prepared historic tax credit applications. I am a CDBG and CLG Administrator. 
 
Something no one in Main Street knows about you: I play the flute at church, weddings, and choirs. 

Director Spotlight 2015  
 

Donna Logsdon—Campbellsville  



    Cherubs alternate on a back metal staircase 

The American flag hangs at the end of the hallway as you 
descend the staircase in a restricted area.   

This chandelier can be seen from the floor below 
as it is in a small rotunda inside the capital. The 
lighting made it difficult to take good photos, but 
you can see a little of what we experienced.   

This staircase was very 
 intriguing to me. You can 
see the worn marble from 
many years of many feet that 
have made their way up and 
down these steps to make 
and carry out the laws of the 
land.  

This quote was on the wall in one of the government build-
ings. How many times have we heard this in our Main St. 
communities? “We’ve always done it this way.”  This was 
stated by Rear Admiral Grace Hopper. Google her for more 
information. She was quite a lady.  


